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We are off to a great start! I am thrilled to be able to bring God's truth to you
each Sunday and am thankful for the warmth you have shown. Your sacrificial
spirit underscores the need for continued expressions of evangelical zeal, for God
"seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin."
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Let me share the true story of a twelve-year-old girl, Terri, who babysat her
brother in a small village in the Midwest. Terri walked outside to check the mail.
She turned back from the mailbox and couldn't believe her eyes. The house was
on fire. So very quickly, the little house was enveloped in flames.
Terri ran as fast as she could into the burning house only to find her baby brother
trapped by a burning rafter. Hurriedly, Terri rushed to free her brother. She had
trouble getting him loose as the flames danced around their heads. Finally, she
released her brother, picked him up, quickly took him outside, and revived him
just as the roof caved in.
By this time, firefighters had arrived, and neighbors had gathered outside the
smoldering remains of the house. The neighbors had been too frightened to do
anything to help, and they were tremendously impressed with the courage of the
twelve-year-old girl. "Terri, you are so brave. What were you thinking about
when you ran into the burning house?" Terri said, "I wasn't thinking about anything. I just heard my brother crying."
How long has it been since you heard your brother or sister crying? The evidence the Gospel has changed us is that we wish to be a channel of God's redeeming love to those who suffer. So let us cultivate an outward focus, listen to the
cries of those who need God's saving love and the church's encouragement, and
respond with truth and grace.
"Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we ought to love one another. No
one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and His love is
brought to full expression in us." (1 John 4:11)
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Scope Deadline
The deadline for articles
to be included in the
October SCOPE, is the
26th of September.

Pastor Andrew

Date

Topic

Scriptures For Worship In September
Scripture
Theme

9/04

Dare to Reach In

Luke 5:18-25, Galatians 6:1-10

9/11
9/18

Duty to Reach Out
Design for Growth

Matthew 28:16-20, Luke 5:1-11
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Ephesians 4:3-16,30-32

9/25

Drive to Thrive

Psalm 1:1-16, John 15:1-17

We are called to “care” and “carry” others to Christ.
Growth happens when we go “deeper.”
Growth is maturity in our relationships.
Staying connected increases the flow of
love

Attendance for the month of August
Date

8:00am

10:15am

July 31

46

35

7C, 5A

August 7

57

48

21C, 25A

August 14

65

72

29C, 20A

August 21

81

78

21C, 24A

August 28

72

58

24C, 19A

Sunday Volunteer Schedule
Ushers

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS

Lector

8:00 Sept 4 Scott Weber
April Nail
Sept 11 April Beisiegel
Brian Rippelmeyer
Sept 18 Debbie Ross
Stan Niemann
Sept 25 Kim Borja
Scott Weber
Oct 2 April Nail
April Beisiegel

Jeanie Stumpf

10:15 Sept 4 Vicki Helms
Dale Fiedler
Sept 11 Chad Lindauer
Amy Walton
Sept 18 Vicki Helms
April Nail
Sept 25 Dale Fiedler
Chad Lindauer
Oct 2 Vicki Helms
Amy Walton

Julie Rickert

Blood pressure checks will be conducted in the
Baltz parlor on Sept. 11 and will continue on the
2nd Sunday of every month.

Donna Smoker

Blood Pressure Checks

Scott Weber

September 11 Jeanie Stumpf

Mary Wandling

October 9

Pat Groth

November 13

Phyllis Ellerbusch

Tami Hughes

Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study
Adult Bible Study will resume on Tuesday
mornings beginning on September 6 at 9:30 in St.
Paul’s Center. All are welcome.

Vicki Channer
Noella Frevert
Dale Fiedler

Acolyte Schedule
Date

Sharon Klann

If you are scheduled to serve, please remember that we are
counting on you! If you cannot attend, switch with another
volunteer and let the office know. Thank you.

C.S. Lewis Bible Study
The C.S. Lewis Bible Study Group
will be taking a break starting Monday, September 5. The group will resume on Monday, October 10.

St. Paul’s Scope

Sunday School

8:00 am

10:15 am

Sept 11

Ethan Zobrist

Jacob Pruett

Sept 18

Ben Heppermann

Amelia Rickert

Sept 25

Ava Savage

Delilah Foster

Oct 2

Quinn Bueggemann

Stella Bricker

Communion Set-up/Clean-up
Date

Set-Up

After 8:00 am

After 10:15am

Sept 4 Lisa McDonald
Jill Kettler

Lisa McDonald Gloria Niebruegge
Jill Kettler

Oct 2

Sandy Dickens
Jeanie Stumpf

Karen Neff

Lauren Borger
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The

Library
Nook
Christian Fiction: Joshua: The Journey
Home by Joseph F. Girzone -- These three spiritual parables ("Joshua, Joshua and the Children" and "Joshua in the Holy Land") energized
millions of readers with a contemporary understanding of the Christian gospel. Now they appear complete in this edition. Resonating with
echoes from the Gospels and with a deeply inspiring vision of true spirituality, these are novels no reader can
forget.
Fiction: The Long Way Home by Louise Penny
– At first enjoying a peaceful retirement, former
Quebec homicide detective Armand Gamache
reluctantly agrees to help a neighbor search for
her missing estranged husband and teams up with
two former colleagues on a search that reveals
the workings of a psychologically damaged mind.
Non-Fiction: Come Walk Among the Stars by
Winston O. Abbott -- Come Walk Among the
Stars is truly a creation of the spirit—and the
beautiful drawings interpret each thought with
gentle strength and great understanding. Rarely
have artist and writer worked together with such
complete accord to create a book that will touch
your heart and make your life more meaningful. The
haunting echoes of its lyric beauty will linger into each
tomorrow. It is truly a book of the timeless spirit.

Prayer/Devotionals: Lord, I Want to Know
You: A Workbook on the Names of God by
Kay Arthur -- Discover the Limitless Power
of God's Name. Enjoy the expanded and updated editions of the best-selling "Lord" Bible
Study Series from Kay Arthur. The "Lord"
study series is an insightful, warm-hearted
Bible study series designed to meet readers where they
are--and help them discover God's answers to their deepest needs. So much of our confusion and pain results because we don't know God -- who He really is, how He
works in our lives. But with Lord, I Want to Know You,
that will all change. When you know God more fully by
studying His names -- Creator, Healer, Protector, Provider, and many others -- you'll gain power to stand strong.
You'll find strength for times of trial, comfort for pain,
provision for your soul's deepest needs. And your walk
with God will be transformed. Let Kay Arthur guide you
through the Scriptures in this deeply insightful study.
Your daily time with God in His Word will introduce
you to the limitless treasure available to you as His child.
And these are truths you can share easily with others,
individually or in small groups.
Religion/Spirituality: Isaiah 53 Explained by
Mitch Glaser— Do you have questions about
the meaning of life and spirituality? Maybe it
is time to go right to the source and rethink
your relationship with the Creator? Isaiah 53
Explained will help kick start your personal
pilgrimage and introduce you to a chapter in
the Scriptures that has the potential to revolutionize your
life! Isaiah 53 Explained makes the story of the Bible
understandable, practically and simply explaining how
you can have a soul-satisfying relationship with God and
revealing the surprising key that makes this relationship
possible.

Fall in love with reading

Children/Young Adults: Isabelle (American
Girl series) by Laurence Yep -- Isabelle, who
attends a performing arts school in Washington, D.C., with her older sister, Jade, has a passion for ballet dancing but lacks selfconfidence. Isabelle is a strong loving girl who
loves to dance. She just got into a new school,
Anna Hart School Of the Arts. Isabelle loves ballet but her
older sister, Jade is better than her and Isabelle feels like
she is dancing in her sisters shadow but that changes.
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Applications have been received by Policy & Personnel
regarding the Maintenance/
Custodial position.
A group of St. Paul’s women
gathered to clean the Sanctuary,
Baltz Parlor, St. Paul’s Center,
and the Ministry Center since
our custodian has resigned.
Bi-weekly watering continues for the newly
planted landscaping at St. Paul’s. Serious weeding
was done in the Peace Garden adjacent to the Baltz
Parlor.
Our committee agreed unanimously to recommend the renting (not the sale) of the Parsonage to
the Church Council. An Open House is being
planned for September 3rd from 8am-noon for anyone wishing to tour the Parsonage before the membership votes on this issue.
Saturday, September 3rd has been set aside to
again trim the established bushes on the North and
West of the Baltz Parlor. We need all willing and
able men and women to help make quick work of
this project, starting at 8am. We need equipment
and a truck & trailer for debris removal. Please just
show up ready to help.
The thermostat in the Sanctuary has been repeatedly lowered without returning it to the base setting,
causing unnecessary electric costs. Building &
Grounds is asking that no one adjust any settings
unless they know how to return it to the prior setting
for non-occupancy. Having the temperature at 71º
during non-occupancy times is costly. Thank you.

Sending Healing Prayers
Hospitalized
This Past Month
Carol Casperson
Herb Schafale

Zola Hellmeyer
August 30, 1926 to July 21, 2022
Mother of Mark (Pat) Probst,
James Probst, and Karl Probst

Jeanie Stumpf

Mission Committee
MARK YOUR CALENDAR…
SUPPORT OUR MISSION PARTNER BY PARTICIPATING IN THESE PLANNED FUNDRAISERS
Sept. 26

Dairy Queen—Come eat with us at DQ between 5-8 pm (dine-in only).

Oct. 12

Covered in Chocolate—Pick up a pre-ordered meal.

Nov. 6

Chili—Take home a delicious container of chili.

December

Books & Blankets—We will collect children’s books and blankets for Kindercottage.

Jan. 21

Comedy Night & Spaghetti Dinner—Come eat and laugh with us (featuring local
standup comedian Bruce Veach).
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Council Corner
At the August meeting of the Church Council, we welcomed Pastor Andrew Lovins as we begin our journey
together!
Business items included a discussion regarding the possibility of establishing a “Venmo” account, which is
a way for individuals who have a Venmo account to contribute money to the church. This is a payment mechanism which younger people are more familiar with than some of us older folks. We want to provide convenient ways for individuals to support the financial needs of the church, of which there are many.
Most of the business discussion centered around the disposition of the Parsonage. After extensive discussion, the Council recommended that the congregation vote to either RENT or SELL the Parsonage. A special
meeting of the congregation was called for Sunday, September 11, 2022 immediately following the 10:15am
service.
Our congregation has been blessed with so many individuals who donate their time and resources to enable
this congregation to be an instrument of the Lord’s Grace and Peace. May we carry the Word of the Lord in
our hearts and proclaim it in our everyday lives.
Submitted by,
Dale Fiedler

SEPTEMBER IS
NATIONAL CHOLESTEROL
AWARENESS MONTH
Let’s face it, our hearts are one of
our most important organs, and
they need to be nurtured and protected. Having high cholesterol can
lead to:
Chest Pain-from arteries that are
clogged with deposits called
plaques,
Heart Attack-from the plaques that
rupture and cause a blood clot that
blocks blood flow to your heart
muscle,
Stroke-from the blood clot that
blocks the blood flow to the brain.
Do you not know that your bodies
are temples of the Holy Spirit, who
is in you, whom you have received
from God?...Therefore, honor God
with your bodies.
I Corinthians 6:19-20
For more information, contact Amy
at amy@stpaulsfreeburg.org
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9/01
9/03
9/06
9/09
9/10
9/11
9/12

9/13
9/15

Keith Brauer, Jr.
Matt Huskey
Joyce Muskopf
Becky Young
Lindsey Bird
Emily Kuhn
Georgie Nahass
Briar Endsley
Jackie Tewell
Julie Kern
Cheryl Groth
Steven Klann
Tom Heiken
Tori Main
Leslie Pruett
Chloe Schanuel
Isabella Borja
Terry Groth
Ryan Boike
Sandra Bollmeier
Kathy Lickenbrock

9/22
9/23
9/25
9/26
9/27
9/28
9/16
9/17
9/18

Olivia Joseph
Olivia Main
Elissa Garland
Nora Smith

9/20
9/21

Paden Muskopf
Carrie Emge
Amelia Rickert

9/29
9/30

Alexis Haege
David Endsley
Donna Asbridge
Sandy Dickens
Rachel Hughes
Natalie Huskey
Mary Endsley
Brad Garland
Aaron Neff
Peggy Emery
Floyd Schlueter
Susan Fiedler
Lisa McDonald
Doris Obernagel

Special birthday wishes go out to Doris Obernagel, who will turn 90 on September
30th. Cards and expressions of good wishes may be sent to Doris at the following address:
Doris Obernagel
6500 Prairie Country Road
New Athens, IL 62264-1904
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St. Paul’s is pleased to welcome Pastor Andrew Lovins
as the new full-time settled
pastor. Andrew grew up in St.
Charles, Missouri, and has
participated in congregational life for as long as he can
remember.
Recently honored for twenty-five years of ordained ministry by the Missouri Mid-South
Conference (UCC), he embraces the full authority of scripture and trusts in Christ alone for
salvation. Andrew has earned a Doctor of Ministry and a Master of Divinity from Memphis
Seminary. In addition, he’s done clinical pastoral training at BJC (St. Louis) and Mercy Hospital
(Springfield). His favorite verse is John 10:10 where Jesus says, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the
full.”
Andrew is married to Brenda, who works as a professional in the Arnold, Missouri area, where they will continue to
live. Their youngest of six children is a senior in high school. Andrew’s interests include listening to jazz music, attending
St. Louis Cardinals games, “smoking” meat, and occasionally dropping a hook in the water, or shanking golf balls into
the trees.
Messy Ministry Moments

Island of grief

My mother passed away on Sunday August 14th, in her home at 63 years old. Navigating this experience has been a
rough sea of emotions, plenty of waves crashing into me, all at very odd times. Those that have sailed these seas before
have warned me that this is to be expected. We held my mother’s ‘celebration of life’ as she wished at her favorite spot,
the Runway Lounge where friends and family gathered to share stories of her life. Funny tidbits about little sayings and
dances she’d create, photos capturing her many goofy faces, tales of both silly and serious parts of her life. How strange
that, surrounded by people, I should feel so alone. I suppose it isn’t strange though. Grief likes to make an island out of
people. Strand you to surrender to your sorrow. Hopelessly alone. The devil will happily strand you on that shore to
bake in the sun until your bones are bleached white, eventually buried amongst the sand of your sadness. While
wrecked (because Lord knows, I’m a wreck!) on this island you might cry out to your creator, heavenly Father above,
and ask why. Scream in frustration at the world and its limits, that life does come to an end. It’s times like these
though, that I embrace the facts of God’s plan. This was never God’s plan. Death, dying, cancer, disease… We were
supposed to live in paradise alongside Him.
It was John Donne that wrote: “No man is an island entirely of itself. Any man's death
diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind.” Until recently I had only ever heard the
beginning of that quote. Like so many others that take a line of scripture and twist it to their
needs, I had planned on using the beginning of that quote (no man is an island) to fit with the
theme of this article. Ironic that the second half of the quote would touch on death. Ironic? No, hardly. That is what we in our youth ministry like to label a “GODWINK”. God often winks down at us when we least expect it and provides us with exactly what we need in
that moment. I guess that’s why at the 8am service, as I sat in the middle of a full pew I cried
all through the service. I looked left and right at so many familiar faces that have been so far
away for so long, still feeling as though they were far away. During the prayers and hymns I
choked out a few words at best, and kept my sobs to silent tears running down my cheeks. For
a moment I still felt alone. Then I looked up at the stained glass of Jesus that had caught my
heart so many years ago, right as a beam of sunshine pushed through. The scripture reading and words of the sermon
struck against my hard heart and I was broken in a new way. Instead of being marooned on that island of grief, with no
escape, God made a way for me. Life, our earthly life, may come to an end, but because God sent his Son, thousands of
years ago, to rescue me from that lonely shore I know with certainty that all believers will gather again.. God made a
way for me. He made a way for all of us. So whether it’s grief that has you feeling like a castaway, or the current of
your sins that’s pulled you away from the safety of God’s embrace, He is still with you. Seek Him through scripture,
repent with an honest heart, and come back from far away. God made a way for you.
Love & Light,
Virginia “VA” Lugge
Youth Minister Go deeper: read Job (yes the entire book) to see how god’s plan for our lives is greater than our
St. Paul’s Scope
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Dear St. Paul’s UCC Freeburg,
We thank your congregation so much for your
thoughtful gift of $62.50 for our Puentes de Esperanza
Program. You are making a tremendous difference in
the lives of the youth and families we serve on a daily
basis.
Alice Drobisch
Director of Philanthropy
Hoyleton Youth and Family Services
Dear St. Paul’s UCC Freeburg,
All of us at Hoyleton Youth and Family Services
would like to than the members of your congregation
so much for your thoughtful gift of $625.00 for our
Mission Funds. We appreciate the faith you have in
Hoyleton Youth and Family Services and again, thank
you for your support!
Alice Drobisch
Director of Philanthropy
Hoyleton Youth and Family Services
Dear Friends at St. Paul’s UCC,
On behalf of the students, faculty and staff of Eden
Theological Seminary, we thank you for your special
offering, first quarter benevolence of $175.00. Your
financial gifts help us continue to innovate and thrive
during current shifts in the Church and the world.
In Gratitude,
Mary Schaller Blaufuss
V.P. of Institutional Advancement
Dear St. Paul’s UCC,
I would like to thank everyone for the candy and
flowers.

Dear St. Paul’s UCC Freeburg,
Thank you for your financial support of UniPres
Kindercottage.
Aimee Hart
Executive Director
UniPres Kindercottage

Dear St. Paul’s UCC Freeburg,
Thank you for your donation of $140.00 from your
Special Sunday School Offering. Your generous gift
makes a difference by providing supportive employment to our bakers. We truly appreciate your support!
Sincerely,
The Bridge Bread Team

Dear St. Paul’s UCC,
We are beyond grateful for the use of your facilities for our camp! Over 100 children heard the good
news of Jesus!! May God bless you for your hospitality!

Kids for Christ

Marilyn & I wanted to thank you all for the wonderful
reception and generous gift you had for us on our last
Sunday with you. We were marvelously blessed to
have spent two years with you, and will treasure St.
Paul's and her people for the rest of our lives! God
bless you all!
Rick & Marilyn Mortimer

Mary Weber

Thank you, thank you, thank you!
A huge shout-out to all who have been helping to clean the church and buildings while
we search for a Maintenance/Custodial employee. Please know that you are greatly appreciated and we are blessed to have each and every one of you in our congregation.
Page 9

Second Mile Benevolence Offering
The Benevolence offerings that you mark on your
envelopes each month are Second Mile offerings for
special mission projects.
Our July offering for Freeburg Terrace was $185.00.
Thank You!!!

September ~ Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit,
ecumenical
Christian
organization
dedicated to eliminating substandard
housing and homelessness worldwide
and to making adequate, affordable
SEC
OND
shelter a matter of conscience and
MILE MISSION
action. Habitat is founded on the
conviction that every man, woman and child should have
a simple, decent, affordable place to live in dignity and
safety.
Habitat has an open-door policy: all who desire to be a
part of this work are welcome, regardless of religious
preference or background. Habitat for Humanity has
always had a policy of building with people in need
regardless of race or religion, and welcome volunteers
and supporters from all backgrounds.

The Freeburg Food & Clothing
Pantry's "Meal a Month”, a “Needs
Menu” (donations) will be collected
on the second Sunday of each month
“Monthly Food Collection Sunday”.
Needs for the month of September
consist of: dish detergent, shampoo, deodorant, cleaning
supplies and Kleenex.
Food collection Sunday is September 11. The pantry
appreciates your donations and support!!

Teeny Tot Preschool

St. Paul’s Women’s Guild met on Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at noon in the fellowship hall. Rita
said the prayer and our August Birthday people
led the food line. Our meal was Fried Chicken,
pasta salad and rolls. Our hostesses were Mary
Endsley and Karen Neff. Everyone was given a
“Sweet as a Peach Gift bag filled with all kinds of
PEACH TREATS. Our delicious desserts were
different peach desserts and chocolate pecan dessert. After our lunch, Rita called the meeting to
order.
Linda was absent, therefore we did not have a devotional. We had 18 members present and one
guest, Diane Mueth.
Peggy read the minutes from July meeting. Mary
gave the Treasurer’s report and showed a balance
of $1,679.27.
Debbie reminded everyone that St. Paul’s will be
in charge of the Cake Stand at the Homecoming
on Friday evening. Cakes should be at park by
4pm.They will start selling at the cake stand at
5pm.
Our September hostesses will be Vicki Helms and
Jeanne Hartmann. Our program will be given by
Stan Niemann, Local Veterinarian.
The afternoon was filled with playing Bunco and
everyone receiving a prize. A good time was had
by all.
We ended our day by getting in a circle and holding hands and saying The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Emery, Secretary

The first day of school for the 3
year-olds will be on Tuesday,
September 6th.
The first day of school for the 4
year-old Pre-K students will be
on Wednesday, September 7th.
There are still spots available. Call Teeny Tot at
(618) 539-3962 for more information.

St. Paul’s Scope
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The Church Calendar - September 2022
Normal Sunday Schedule
8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship
9:05 am Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
First Sunday of the Month - Communion at both services
Sept. 1 - Thursday:
Sept. 3 - Saturday:
Sept. 4 - Sunday:
Sept. 5 - Monday:
Sept. 6 - Tuesday:

Sept. 7 - Wednesday:
Sept. 11 - Sunday:

Sept. 12 - Monday:

Painting 9am
Work day - trim shrubs @ church 8am
Parsonage open house 8am-noon
Communion Sunday
Labor Day — Office Closed
Service & Communion @ Cedar Trails 1pm
Teeny Tot classes begin
Food Pantry 2-4pm
E & O Meeting 7pm
Special Congregation Mtg 11:15am
Blood Pressure Checks
Food Collection Sunday
B & G Meeting 7pm

Sept. 13 - Tuesday:

Sept. 15 - Thursday:
Sept. 20 - Tuesday:
Sept. 23 - Friday:
Sept. 25 - Sunday:
Sept. 26 - Monday:

Sept. 27 - Tuesday:

Women’s Guild 12 noon
Food Pantry 2-4pm
Stephen Ministries 6:30pm
F & C Bank Board Mtg. 7pm
Painting 9am
Food Pantry 5-7pm
Freeburg Care Center Service 3:15pm
Church Council Meeting 7pm
F & C Bank Clothing Sale 9-11am
Welcome Potluck after 10:15 service
Scope Deadline
Mission Fundraiser-Dairy Queen
5-8pm (dine-in only)
Stephen Ministries 6:30pm

C. S. Lewis Bible Study: Taking a break — will resume Oct. 10 @ 7:15pm
Bible Study: Sunday at 9:05 am, Tuesday at 9:30am, Tuesday at 7:00 pm (Zoom)
Quilting: Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30 am, Thursday 6:00 pm (Ministry Building)
Choir: Wednesday 6:00 pm
Faith Journey: Wednesday 7:00 pm (Church)
Boy Scouts: Tuesday 7:00 pm (Basement)
The Outlet: Wednesday 6:30 - 8:00 pm (Youth Room)
Reconfirmation/Adult Bible Class: Thursday 7:00 pm (Ministry Building)

Choir rehearsal for the 2022-23 season begins on August 31.
Choir rehearsal will be at 6pm on Wednesdays, followed by Faith Journey at 7pm.

Let’s all join together in welcoming Pastor Andrew and Brenda to St. Paul’s with a potluck.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. BBQ pork cutlets and baked beans will be provided.
•

Sunday, September 25, after the 10:15 am service

•

Please call or email the church office by Tuesday, September 19 to let us know if you
will be attending. We want to have enough meat for everyone.
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