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Remember the exhilarating moment your parents removed your training wheels? It was 
a symbol of freedom, a thrilling transition into a new stage of your life. But what if I told 
you grace isn't just for those wobbly beginner rides? Just as the sturdy frame supported 
your cycling adventures, grace is the constant companion, the unseen force propelling 
us forward throughout life's journey. 

Often, we think of grace as a one-time event, a divine favor bestowed at the outset of 
our spiritual path. But in reality, God's grace is an ever-flowing river of love and 
strength, continuously refreshing our spirits at every stage. John Wesley beautifully 
described it as a house: 

• The Porch: This represents prevenient grace, the gentle nudge towards God that 
awakens our hearts to his love. 

• The Door: This signifies justifying grace, the transformative moment where we 
accept Christ and are forgiven. 

• The Rooms: These symbolize sanctifying grace, the ongoing process of growth and 
transformation as we become more like Christ. 

 

While some might linger on the porch, true spiritual growth involves moving through 
the door, embracing justification, and stepping into the living rooms of sanctification. 
Remember, every step of this journey is fueled by grace. 

What makes grace so vital? Simply put, we are saved by grace alone. No amount of good 
works or effort can earn our salvation. It's God's love and sacrifice that bridge the gap 
between our imperfections and his perfect holiness. 

Why do we need continual doses of grace? Because, like a balloon with tiny holes, we 
leak. Our good intentions fade, and doubts creep in. Grace, however, patches those 
holes, replenishes our spirit, and keeps us afloat. 

So, my friends, embrace grace, not just as a starting point, but as the fuel for your entire 
journey. Remember, it's not about clinging to the porch; it's about stepping through the 
door, exploring the rooms, and allowing God's love to transform you into the person he 
created you to be. 
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Date 8:00 a.m. 10:15 a.m. Sunday  
School 

Online  
Viewers 

Feb 4 70A, 0C 76A, 5C 21C, 24A 148/99 

Feb 11 81A, 3C 66A, 9C 26C, 21A 90/58 

Feb 18 71A, 0C 48A, 5C 27C, 20A 158/106 

Feb 25 78A, 3C 81A, 14C 27C, 26A 97/91 

If you are scheduled to serve, please remember that we are counting on 
you!  If you cannot attend, switch with another volunteer and let the office 
know.             Thank you! 

Blood Pressure Checks 

March 10 Donna Asbridge 

April 14 Mary Wandling 

Blood pressure checks will be conducted in 
the Baltz parlor on March 10 and will continue 
on the 2nd Sunday of every month. 

Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

Time/Date Council Ushers Ushers Greeters Acolyte Lector 

8:00     Mar. 3 Kathy Lickenbrock Dale Lickenbrock Dale Lickenbrock Ben Heppermann Lynn Gipson 

  April Nail Stan Niemann Kathy Lickenbrock   

Mar. 10 Brian Rippelmeyer Pat Smoker Scott Weber Ava Savage Scott Weber 

 April Nail Donna Smoker Julie Weber   

Mar. 17 Debbie Ross Sandy Dickens Sandy Dickens Amelia Rickert Jeanie Stumpf 

 Kim Borja Mary Endsley Mary Endsley   

Mar. 24 Kathy Lickenbrock Stan Niemann Cheri Emge Blyss Payne Tami Hughes 

 April Nail Dale Lickenbrock Stan Niemann   

Mar. 31 Brian Rippelmeyer Pat Smoker Pat Smoker Volunteer needed Donna Smoker 

 April Beisiegel Donna Smoker Donna Smoker   

10:15  Mar. 3 David Mitchell Gloria Niebruegge Betty Weber Amelia Rickert Julie Rickert 

  Lee Hartmann Dave Niebruegge Peggy Emery   

Mar. 10 Vicki Helms Lee Hartmann Donna Stahl Blyss Payne Dale Fiedler 

 Lauren Borger Jeanne Hartmann Rickey Stahl   

Mar. 17 Chad Lindauer Vicki Channer Gloria Niebruegge Volunteer needed Vicki Channer 

 Amy Walton Karen Neff Sharon Klann   

Mar. 24 David Mitchell Gloria Niebruegge Karen Neff Lizzy Reynolds Donna Asbridge 

 Lee Hartmann Dave Niebruegge Betty Weber   

Mar. 31 Vicki Helms Lee Hartmann Jim Jacobs Amelia Rickert Sharon Klann 

 Lauren Borger Jeanne Hartmann Char Jacobs   

Communion Set-up/Clean-up Schedule 
Date Set Up After 8am After 10:15am 

March 3 Lisa M & Jill K Debbie Ross Karen Neff 

April 7 Jim & Char J Sandy D & Jeanie S Shirley Kuhn 
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Council Ushers For Lenten Services 
      

Date    Council Ushers    
          

February 28  Debbie Ross & Vicki Helms   
     

March 6   Kathy Lickenbrock & Lee Hartmann 
 

March 13  Brian Rippelmeyer & David Mitchell 
 

March 20  April Beisiegel & Lauren Borger 
 

March 28  Kim Borja & Chad Lindauer  
   (Maundy Thursday)   
 

March 29  April Nail & Amy Walton 
   (Good Friday)    
   

If you are scheduled to serve, please remember that we 
are counting on you!  If you cannot attend, switch with 
another volunteer and let the office know.  Thank you! 

Food Pantry 
 

The Freeburg Food & Clothing Pantry's 
"Meal a Month”, a “Needs 
Menu” (donations) will be collected on the 

second Sunday of each month “Monthly Food Collection 
Sunday”.  The needs for March are:  Tuna helpers, pancake 
mix, pancake syrup, instant oatmeal packets, jelly, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, deodorant, dish soap, canned yams, 
canned white potatoes, Jiffy corn muffin mix, and flavored 
rice packets. 
 

Food Collection Sunday is March 10.    
 

The Food Pantry appreciates your donations and support!!! 

Happy Birthday! 
Special Birthday wishes go out to Herb Schafale,  
who turns 90 on April 2.  

03/02 Steve Lindauer 
  Ainslie Parrish 
03/03 Emma Dumke  
  Sarah Harms 
  Cole Schopp  
03/04 Mark Schanuel 
03/05 Rook Adamson 
  Shannon Brueggemann 
03/07   Craig Brazelton 
  Ethan Foster 
     Alise Freebairn 
03/08 Linda Schneider 
03/10 Dean Salvatore 
03/12 Taylor Ellis 
03/13 Colin Brueggemann 
03/14 Dahlia Payne 
  Gage Ruhmann 
03/15 Janet Thrasher 
03/17 Mike Wangelin 
03/18 Bryan Vogel 
03/19 Lee Hartmann 
  Tammy Jacobs 
  Diane Nordhaus 
03/21 Allen Castens 
  Pat Groth 
  Eric McDonald 

03/22 Diane Beisiegel 
  Rusty Kern, Jr. 
  Jessi Smith 
03/23 Joanne Braun  
03/23 Cindi Harsy 
  Mark Vernier 
03/24 Waylon Endsley 
  Marjorie Struxness 
  Cameron Harms 
03/25 Jeff Stumpf 
03/26 Karen Forcade 
  Evelyn Mueller 
03/27 Whitley Adamson 
  Ethan Baldwin 
  Chris Joseph 
  David Parrish  
03/28 Craig Niebruegge 
  Lucas Shook 
03/29 Lauren Beisiegel 
  Becky Rippelmeyer 
  Catherine Rohlfing 
03/31 Kathy Alt 
  Jacob Pruett 
  Ken Stumpf 

Decorate Church  

for Easter 
We will decorate the church 
for Easter on Saturday, March 
30 at 9:00 a.m.  If you are able 
to help for an hour or so, it 
would be appreciated. 

Thank You! 
Cheri Emge 

and  
Jeanie Stumpf 

Duane Forcade 
 

David Lindauer 
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Safe Pets Program 
The Belleville Area Humane Society runs a Safe Pets Program 
for individuals dealing with domestic violence situations. We 
know some of our local churches have helped those individu-
als in need. Our program is to help those individuals that are 
finding it hard to leave a situation because of their beloved 
animal. We help house those animals at no charge to keep 
them safe. We make sure they stay up to date on vaccinations, 
heartworm etc. We work very closely with the VPC during this 
time to keep the individual updated on their animal until that 
individual is safe. If you have any questions please reach out 
anytime via email outreach@bahspets.org or 618.235.3712 
ext100 
 

Thank you for your time.  
 

Brittany Gossett 
Belleville Area Humane Society 

A HUGE thank you to everyone who made Fat Tuesday 
possible and all who come out to eat  a delicious meal. 
Because of the kindness of all those who donated the 
food and their time, we wee able to raise just under 
$4,000 for the youth group program. This would not 
have been possible without everyone who donated, 

cooked, baked, ate, and served. A special thanks to Nolan Shook, Tony Erwin, Gloria 
Niebruegge, Karen Neff, Chad Lindauer, Pat Smoker, Gary Kuklinkski, Mike Walton, 
Bill Hughes, Brian Rippelmeyer, Darren Reuter, Rich Janssen, Clare Schilling, and 
Charlie Hill. 

March Youth Event:  On March 

23, 2024, we will be going to WinterJam at the 
Enterprise Center!  If you are interested in go-
ing, please contact BK at (618) 803-8013. 

Youth Group Meal Train 
 

The Youth are looking for people to provide meals for a 
group of 15-17 people on Wednesdays. You can go 
online at the following web address: 
https://mealtrain.com/ykzm4k to sign up.   If you can’t 
cook & would like to give towards it, please contact BK. 

Thank You! 

mailto:outreach@bahspets.org
https://mealtrain.com/6gqgod
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Please consider volunteering to lector, usher, or 
be a greeter for the 8am or 10:15 am service.  
The number of volunteers is dwindling.  Please 
contact Donna by calling the office (618) 539-
3262 or by email (donna@stpaulsfreeburg.org) 
to let her know if you’d be willing to be added 
to the schedule.  There is also a sign-up sheet in 
the narthex.  Thank You! 
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March Book Picks 
 
 

Non-Fiction:  God Laughs, Too by William Goodin — 
Here are over 250 short attention-grabbing stories 
collected by a pastor who has a great love for the 
ministry. The stories can be used for sermons, 
church newsletters, bulletin fillers, speeches, clas-
ses, or for personal enjoyment. 

 
Fiction:  Before Honor by Geo. W. Proctor — Clint 
Wayford, a 65 year old Texas widowed rancher, is 
concerned with the struggle to maintain his land. A 
young Mexican boy arrives eager to help out.  
 
 

 
Children/Young Adults:   Mary, Martha and Lazarus 
by Penny Frank — Two young sibling decided to be 
grown-ups for a day and they take care of their little 
pet dog, teddy bear, and doll. 
 

 
Non-Fiction:   ideals Easter —  Poems and short stories 
reflecting on the season of Easter.  Filled with beautiful 
illustrations depicting Easter and Spring.  
 

Christian Fiction:  The Next Person You Meet in 
Heaven by Mitch Albom — THE NEXT PERSON YOU 
MEET IN HEAVEN is a sequel to The Five People 
You Meet in Heaven. When Annie was only eight-
years-old she lost her left hand in a horrific acci-
dent at the Ruby Pier amusement park. The hand 
was surgically reattached but it left an indelible 

mark on Annie’s life. She doesn’t remember the tragic accident 
that killed Eddie, the amusement park mechanic but it left her 
scarred and the subject of ridicule. Annie struggles to find ac-
ceptance throughout her life, but feels as if everything she does 
is a mistake. When she reunites with Paulo, a childhood friend, 
she knows she has finally found happiness. They marry and this 
is where Annie’s story begins. A romantic hot-air balloon ride 
the morning after the wedding ends in tragedy when Annie falls 
from the sky. She is whisked into her own heavenly journey, 
where she reunites with Eddie and learns how her life on earth 
affected others.  
 
Religion/Spirituality:   Man of God by Charles F. 
Stanley —  What does it take to be a “real” 
man? You don’t have to be perfect to be a man of 
God. As Dr. Charles Stanley writes, a man of God is 
a maturing man, a striving man, a knowledgeable 
man. And the first step in real manhood is spiritual 
rebirth. In Man of God, Dr. Stanley asks and answers questions 
such as these: What can we learn about manhood from Jesus’s 
example? How does a true leader allow God to lead him? Why is 
a godly man “both velvet and steel"? What does it look like to be 
a provider? What does it mean to lead with sensitivity? Man of 
God will challenge and equip you to become a better leader, 
teacher, father, and husband. What makes a man? The answer 
starts here.  

 

Terry Groth 
 
 
 

September 13, 1943 ~ February 11, 2024 
Husband of Pat Groth and Father of Cheryl Groth 

SHHHHH!!!  THIS SUNDAY, March 3......We will be honoring 

and thanking Sandi Haege between church  services 

with a cake and coffee in the Baltz Parlor.  We would like to thank 
Sandi for all the years as Christian Education Director and Sunday 
School teacher. Her last day will be March 4th. We are asking any 
and all of her past and present students to come to the 10:15am 
service and sing a familiar song in honor of her!   
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COUNCIL CORNER 
 

As the newly appointed chairperson of council, I am excited to lead with a fresh vision and renewed commitment. Our congre-
gation will continue to foster deep connections, encourage spiritual growth, and engage in meaningful outreach within our 
community. Let us embrace this season of working together to strengthen our bonds and serve with compassion and purpose.  
 

The highlights of the February Council Meeting consisted of the approval of needed tuckpointing for the church building, the 
approval of a Teeny Tot Scholarship Program for three students, and excitement for the upcoming Easter Cantata. 
 

Chad Lindauer 
Council Chair 
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Dear Members of St. Paul UCC, Freeburg, 
Thank you so much for your thoughtful gift of $1,455 for 
our Mission Funds. You are making a tremendous differ-
ence n the lives of the youth and families we serve on a 
daily basis.  We appreciate the faith you have in 
Hoyleton Youth and Family Services and again, thank 
you for your support. 
Sincerely, 
 

Chris L. Cox     Alice Drobisch 
President and CEO   Director of Philanthropy 

Hoyleton Youth and Family Services 

Dear St. Paul’s UCC, Freeburg, 
Thank you very much for the wonderful contribution of 
$600 to the Foundation. We have designated your gift 
toward the SWIC Soup Program/Food Pantry Fund. 
 

St. Paul’s generosity is truly appreciated. Because of 
friends like you the Foundation is able to provide schol-
arship opportunities, enhancement grant funding, 
teaching tools for faculty, as well as fulfill many other 
needs throughout our college campuses. 
 

Thank you for your gift. 
Sincerely, 
 

Rena Thoele, Executive Director 
Foundation Office 
Southwestern Illinois College 

The youth group went to 
the Freeburg Terrace to 
make Valentine’s Day cards 
with the residents. We had 
a great time and look for-
ward to going back soon for 
our next activity!  

Valentine’s Day Card Making with Freeburg Terrace 



Page 9 

Teeny Tot St. Paul’s 
Preschool is hosting 
their Annual Waffle 
Breakfast Fundraiser 
March 10 from 8am-
12pm. At that time, 
we will also launch 

our basket raffle as well.  All baskets up for raffle 
will be displayed in the Parlor through Palm Sun-
day.  Tickets will be available for purchase; to en-
ter, just drop tickets with name and contact num-
ber into buckets for a chance to win!  We will con-
tact winners after Palm Sunday! 

The board is excited to announce February 1 offi-
cially kicked off registration for our upcoming 2024
-2025 school year!  We have been working to 
make this next school year the best yet, with some 
exciting updates to the program.  Please share the 
exciting news  with your loved ones looking for a 
great preschool home for their 3 or 4 year old!  To 
register please visit our new website at 
www.teenytotstpauls.org or contact Teeny Tot 
Board President Heather Adamson at 618-691-
9417.  

http://www.teenytotstpauls.org
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Building & Grounds  
 

The furnace and the A/C unit has been replaced 
in the parsonage.  
 
A TV has been placed in the Baltz Parlor to allow 
those wanting to receive the services being held 
in the Sanctuary. 
 
A slop sink has been installed in St. Paul’s Center. 
 
Various bids are being received concerning the 
church, parsonage and St. Paul’s Center. 

The Second Mile Benevolence offering for March will be 
donated to the Eden Theological Seminary.  
 

Eden The Seminary is a graduate school preparing women 
and men for ordained Christian ministry.  One of the seven 
seminaries of the United Church of Christ, Eden is 
ecumenically inclusive.  Eden is a member of, and is 
accredited by, the Association of Theological Schools as well 
as being accredited by the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools.   
 

Eden is called by Jesus Christ to be a school of the church.  
Eden is called to strengthen and 
support the life and mission of the 
church by educating pastors and 
teachers, enlivening critical reflection 
on faith, and encouraging Christian 
discipleship. 

The Way #11 was a huge success! We had 6 youth attend The 
Way for the first time this year. As always, God showed up to 
draw seekers and staff closer to Him throughout the 3 days. 
We are so thankful for how He loves and blesses us!  

 

   

      We can’t wait for  

       The Way #12!  

SECOND MILE BENEVOLENCE 
 

The Benevolence offerings that you mark on your 

envelopes each month are Second Mile offerings for 

special mission projects.   

Our January offering for the Emmaus Home was 

$195.00.  Thank You!!!  

Missions Committee 

The Missions Committee would like to extend 
a heartfelt thank you for making Hearts for 
Hoyleton a triumphant success!  You donated 
$500 towards our mission.  

 

 

On March 2, don't miss the opportunity to 
enjoy Coffee, Cake, and Comedy with 100% 
of the proceeds to benefit Hoyleton. Tickets 
can still be purchased at services in Febru-

ary, the church office, and at the door that night.   

 

 

On Monday, March 18 from 5pm to 8pm 
we'll be having a DQ Night also bene-
fiting Hoyleton Youth and Family Ser-
vices.  Fifteen percent of the sales from the drive-thru 
and dine inside will go towards our Hoyleton Mission. 
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Mar 2 - Sat:  Comedy Night 6pm 
Mar 3 -Sun:  Communion 
Mar 4- Mon:   Service & Comm. @ Cedar Trails 1pm 
    E & O Meeting 6:15pm 
    Building & Grounds Meeting 7pm 
Mar 5 - Tues:  Food Pantry - 2-4 pm 
Mar 6 - Wed:  Lent Service 7pm 
Mar 7 - Thurs:  Painting 9am 
Mar 9 - Sat:  Parent Workshop 9am-noon 
Mar 10 - Sun:  Teeny Tot Waffle Breakfast 8am-12pm 
    Blood Pressure Checks  
    Food Collection Sunday 
Mar 11 - Mon:  Easter Lily & Tulip orders due 
    Missions Committee Meeting 7pm 
Mar 12 - Tues:  Women’s Guild 12 noon 
    Food Pantry 2-4pm 
    Food & Clothing Bank Board Mtg 7pm 
Mar 13 - Wed:  Lent Service 7pm 

Mar 18 - Mon:     DQ Fundraising Night for Hoyleton 5-8pm 
Mar 19 -Tues:      Freeburg Care Center 3:15pm 
                               Church Council Meeting 7pm 
Mar 20 - Wed:      Lent Service 7pm 
Mar 21 - Thurs:    Painting 9am 
                               Food Pantry 5-7pm 
Mar 22 - Fri:         F&C Clothing Sale 9-11am 
                               Family Flashlight Egg Hunt 7pm 
Mar 23 - Sat:       Youth attending WinterJam 2024 
Mar 24 - Sun:       Confirmation 
                               Palm Sunday 
Mar 25 - Mon:     SCOPE Deadline 
Mar 26 - -Tues:    Stephen Ministries 6:30pm 
Mar 28 - Thurs:    Maundy Thursday Service 7pm 
Mar 29 - Fri:          Good Friday Service 7pm 
Mar 30 - Sat:         Decorate Church for Easter 
Mar 31 - Sun:        EASTER SUNDAY  
April 1 - Mon:       Office Closed 

The Church Calendar—March 2024 
 

Normal Sunday Schedule 
8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship 

9:05 am Sunday School  
Children’s Church 10:15 am 

First Sunday of the Month—Communion at both services 
Second Sunday of the Month—Food collection 

Cut Here 

C.S. Lewis Bible Study:  Monday 7:15 pm 
Bible Study:  Tuesday at 7 pm (Zoom) 

Quilting:  Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30 am, Thursday 6:00 pm (Ministry Building) 
Boy Scouts:  Tuesday 7:00 pm (Basement) 

Choir:  Wednesday 7:00 pm (during lent 6pm –6:50pm) 
The Outlet:   Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm (Youth Room) 

Faith Journey:  Not during Lent 
Reconfirmation/Adult Bible Class: Thursday 7:00 pm (Ministry Building) 

How many lilies?  _____________     How many tulips? ______________ 
  

In Memory of ____________________________________________________ 
  
_______________________________________________________________ 
  
In Honor of _____________________________________________________ 
  

_______________________________________________________________ 
  
Given by _______________________________________________________ 
  
Total Due  $____________  Phone # ___________________________________ 
   

* * * * * * * * *   Orders due by March 11th.   * * * * * * * * 



St. Paul’s SCOPE ~ March 2024 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

7 North Belleville Street 

Freeburg, Illinois 62243 

 

 

Mailing address:     210 W. White St. 

                      Freeburg, IL  62243 

 

 

Rev. Andrew Lovins, Pastor 

Office Phone: 618-539-3262 

Church Phone; 618-539-3962 

Email address: churchoffice@stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Web address: www.stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Faithful and Welcoming 
Church 

ST. PAUL’S SCOPE  published by 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
210 West White Street 
Freeburg, IL  62243 

Worship Services: 
Sunday 8:00 & 10:15 AM 
Sunday School   9:05 AM 
Children’s Church 10:15 AM 


